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Software and cathedrals are much the same – first we 
build them, then we pray.

~ Sam Redwine

There are no significant bugs in our released software that 
any significant number of users want fixed.

~ Bill Gates

Before software can be reusable it first has to 
be usable.

~ Ralph Johnson

A Perl program is correct if it gets the job 
done before your boss fires you.

~ Larry Wall

The first 90% of the code accounts for the first 90% of 
the development time. The remaining 10% of the code 
accounts for the other 90% of the development time.

~ Tom Cargill

A computer lets you make more mistakes faster than 
any other invention in human history, with the possible 
exceptions of handguns and tequila.

~ Mitch Ratcliffe

If everything you wanted a program to do already existed 
ready-made, it wouldn’t be called programming any 
more. It would be called shopping.

~ Raymond Chen

I am rarely happier than when spending entire 
day programming my computer to perform 
automatically a task that it would otherwise take 
me a good ten seconds to do by hand.

~ Douglas Adams

A common mistake that people make when trying 
to design something completely foolproof was to 
underestimate the ingenuity of complete fools.

~ Douglas Adams

To err is human, but to really foul things up you 
need a computer.

~ Paul Ehrlich

Software gets slower faster than hardware gets faster.
~ Niklaus Wirth

If debugging is the process of removing 
software bugs, then programming must be 
the process of putting them in.

~ Edsger Dijkstra

Programming today is a race between software engineers 
striving to build bigger and better idiot-proof programs, 
and the universe trying to build bigger and better idiots. 
So far, the universe is winning.

~ Rich Cook

One man’s crappy software is another man’s full 
time job.

 ~ Jessica Gaston

There are two major products that come 
out of Berkeley: LSD and UNIX. We don’t 
believe this to be a coincidence.

~ Jeremy S. Anderson

There’s an old story about the person who 
wished his computer were as easy to use 
as his telephone. That wish has come true, 
since I no longer know how to use my 
telephone.

~ Bjarne Stroustrup

The good news about computers is that they do what you 
tell them to do. The bad news is that they do what you 
tell them to do.

~ Ted Nelson

The trouble with programmers is that you can never tell 
what a programmer is doing until it’s too late.

~ Seymour Cray
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Sometimes it pays to stay in bed in 
Monday, rather than spending the rest of 
the week debugging Monday’s code.

~ Dan Salomon

Any sufficiently advanced bug is indistinguishable 
from a feature.

~ Rich Kulawiec

There is no code so big, twisted, or complex that 
maintenance can’t make it worse.

~ Gerald M. Weinberg

Computer Science is the only discipline in which we view 
adding a new wing to a building as being maintenance.

~ Jim Horning

But in our enthusiasm, we could not resist 
a radical overhaul of the system, in which 
all of its major weaknesses have been 
exposed, analyzed, and replaced with new 
weaknesses.

~ Bruce Leverett

There has never been an unexpectedly short debugging 
period in the history of computers.

~ Steven Levy

I don’t care if it works on your machine! We are not 
shipping your machine!

~ Vidiu Platon

Whoever invented double clicking should be shot in 
the head! Twice!

~ Craig Bruce

The most likely way for the world to be destroyed, most 
experts agree, is by accident. That’s where we come in; 
we’re computer professionals. We cause accidents.

~ Nathaniel Borenstein

It has been discovered that C++ provides a 
remarkable facility for concealing the trivial 
details of a program — such as where its 
bugs are.

~ David Keppel

Passwords are like underwear: you don’t let people see it, 
you should change it very often, and you shouldn’t share 
it with strangers.

~ Chris Pirillo

It’s hard to read through a book on the principles of magic 
without glancing at the cover periodically to make sure it 
isn’t a book on software design.

~ Bruce Tognazzini
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This list of Computational Words of Wisdom has been compiled courtesy of Successful Endeavours and 
Exponential Programs as a gift for our most valued clients. We believe life’s too short to be too serious. We also 
promote a Positive Mental Attitude Philosophy that entails having fun, not at the expense of productivity, but as a 
catalyst to innovative and creative thinking.

Please enjoy these Computational Words of Wisdom as our gift and feel free to forward them on to colleagues, 
friends and family who will appreciate taking a few minutes to laugh, giggle and smirk at how funny technology can be 
with you have an Exponential Mindset and don’t take it all too seriously. Enjoy!

Successful Endeavours make electronics and embedded software 
work the way they should, saving you up to 2 out of every 3 dollars you 
otherwise would have wasted, so you can manufacture your market 
leading product in Australia at a profit.

Exponential Programs – The World-First MasterMind Programs 
scientifically designed for super achievers who want exclusive 
‘Closed Door Access’ to strategies and techniques not publicly 
available to give them the secret edge to compete as entrepreneurial 
champions and corporate executives at the highest elite level with 
GUARANTEED RESULTS and Massive Rewards.
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